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After Prince Karl and Beau Brummell there was less
height and depth, but more charm in Beaucaire than in
any other of Mansfield's light-comedy characters. The
other two were diversified by the shadow of apprehension
or distress. Beaucaire met his crises with the blithe
superiority of a magician reaching into space and pro-
ducing nosegays. Mansfield acted the role for a season
and enjoyed it, for he was universally admired as Beau-
caire and it rested him after the fatigues of "Cyrano de
Bergerac" and the confusion of the ponderous production
of "King Henry V."

In Boston he played for the first time at the Colonial
Theatre, built on the site of his mother's studio, and he
resided in the Hotel Touraine which had replaced the
building which was his first home in America.

When the Actors' Home was founded Mansfield made
a generous contribution, but not until this winter did he
realise a plan which he had cherished for this beneficent
institution. The plan was to give a benefit entirely on
the part of himself and his company. He was continually
asked to lend his powerful name to benefits, but he con-
sistently refused, not through lack of sympathy or of dis-
position to be helpful, but because he did not feel that he
could do his best or even well in the confusion of these
occasions. He would not act on a stage that he could
not control, for even there, such was his nervous condition
while in the theatre, the most casual distraction upset
him. Nevertheless he was unfailingly generous in his
contribution to the funds.

His benefit for the Actors' Home was given on the after-
noon of January 21, 1902, the Tuesday of the last week of
his New York engagement. He played five characters in
entire acts from "Beau Brummell," "A Parisian Ro
